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COMMERCE CASINO

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Card players are not the only winners that benefit from the success and growth of the Commerce Casino. Low-income students wishing to go to college, children from impoverished homes and at-risk youth are all among the winners, too, thanks to Commerce Casino’s community outreach program.

“Participating in programs that aid our community is a primary goal for us,” says Tim Gustin, Casino Manager. “It is essential that we give back to the community to help those whose lives we can impact in a significant and powerful way. We would not exist but for the support of Commerce and its surrounding communities. Our workforce of 2,800 is primarily drawn from this region as well. Thus, we are proud to be able to contribute additional funds back into the people who share our neighborhood.”

Commerce Casino is the primary contributor and major supporter of the City of Commerce Scholarship program.  In the early days of this 16-year-old program, only seven applicants applied for a total of $2,000 in grants. In 2005, the scholarship program had 60 applicants who shared $75,000, with the top scholar receiving $7,000. 

Noted John Griffo, Casino Operations Manager, who has been on the evaluating committee for the past 14 years, “I have never seen so many qualified applicants and brilliant young people. This is an ethnically diverse group of youngsters from our small city who are going to such prestigious institutions as Stanford, Georgetown and University of California at Berkeley. We were pleased to provide everyone one of them some amount of financial support.”   

Another program that Commerce Casino funds is an annual Christmas program for disadvantaged children in the City of Commerce. Each year the casino handles the arrangements, books the entertainment, provides catering, and purchases the youngster’s gifts for a holiday party, which is held at Rosewood Park Auditorium.

Commerce Casino was also instrumental in the development of a new Pre-School Child Development Center in the City of Commerce. Several years of hard work created a partnership between the City, the Montebello United School District and the Montebello-Commerce YMCA, which operates the Center. Commerce is a major supporter of all three of those partners.

(more)

Two youth groups that benefit significantly from Commerce Casino’s largesse are the Montebello Commerce YMCA and the Rio Hondo Boys and Girls Club. The casino makes donations annually and for the YMCA, a major contribution was made to a capital fund to create a Family Wellness Center. The Montebello-Commerce Y serves both children and seniors.

Commerce Casino also plays a role with the Sheriff’s Youth Foundation, providing contributions that support toys for children as part of a holiday program, activities and centers serving at-risk youth and the organization’s annual golf shoot-out and dinner.    

Another law enforcement support initiative that Commerce Casino supports is the California Highway Patrol CHP11-99.  This organization provide aid to families of fallen officers, including college scholarships and family financial assistance. 

Commerce Casino, which is the largest poker casino in the world, is located at 6131 East Telegraph Rd., Commerce, CA 90040, just off the Santa Ana (5) Freeway at the Washington Blvd. exit. The phone is (323) 721-2100.  For more information, go to www.commercecasino.com.   
