Commerce Casino Poker Room To The Stars
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            Contacts:  Jackie Lapin/ 818-707-1473

                                                                                                        jackie@jackielapinmediarelations.com
CELEBRITY SIGHTINGS COMMON AT COMMERCE CASINO,

 POKER ROOM TO THE STARS

With its proximity to Hollywood it is no surprise that Commerce Casino has become the Poker 

Room to the stars. However it is not just location that has made Commerce a favorite with the film and television stars who are poker enthusiasts. It is also the relaxed atmosphere that is well lit, casual and comfortable. No ringing slot machines, no high pressure expectations, no hordes of waiting fans.

To make them feel even more at home, the team at Commerce Casino goes out of its way to treat them just like other poker players. The only privilege granted is the right to privacy, which is zealously protected. It is not usual to see Ben Affleck, Tobey Maguire, Leonardo DiCaprio, Lou Diamond Phillips, James Woods, Maurice Chestnut, Jennifer Tilly and others at the Commerce poker tables for tournaments or occasional regular play.

Ben Affleck, a true student of the game, raised his poker profile considerably and gained respect among poker pros when he won Commerce Casino’s 2004 California State Poker Championship. Affleck earned a cool $356,400 for first place, and a seat at the World Poker Tour Championship at the Bellagio in April 2005. He proudly displayed his Commerce Casino California State Poker Championship trophy for the elite group of Hollywood heavyweights with whom he plays weekly. Affleck, who has played in a number of the World Poker Tour events, paid tribute to such WPT pro players as Annie Duke, Antonio Esfandiari and Allen Cunningham, as well as Gabe Kaplan, the former actor-turned poker pro, for tutoring him.
The Commerce Casino is also home to the glitziest event on the World Poker Tour each year, the WPT Invitational. This star-studded celebrity pro-am gives the Hollywood crowd a chance to ante up against the best poker players in the world. Many picked up tips from the pros who didn’t mind sharing their expertise.  The $225,000 freeroll tournament has attracted such players as James Woods, Ben Affleck, Tobey Maguire, Lou Diamond Phillips, Ray Romano, Dean Cain, Brad Garrett, Jason Alexander, Don Cheadle, Vince Vaughn, Mimi Rogers, Stephen Collins, Ed Asner, Jennifer Tilly, Jon Favreau, Mena Suvari, Sharon Lawrence, Ron Livingston, Camryn Manheim, Mekhi Phifer, Maura Tierney, Laura Prepon, Cheryl Hines, Norm McDonald, Sara Rue, Shannon Elizabeth, Richard Karn, Willie Garson, Paris Hilton, Lolita Davidovich, Hank Azaria, Kathy Griffin, Pete Sampras, Jerry Buss, Robert Wuhl, Danny and Chris Masterson and more. 
Ranging from rank beginners to well-respected Hollywood poker veterans, they acquitted themselves with aplomb. 

“We are very proud that some many of the Hollywood poker elite consider the Commerce Casino their home away from home,” said Tim Gustin, Commerce Casino’s Casino Manager. “We try to make everyone feel comfortable—to us every casino customer is a celebrity. Whether you park cars, sell insurance or star in a weekly television show, at Commerce Casino you get first class treatment.”

