Commerce Casino’s February Tournaments
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
           Contacts:  Jackie Lapin/ 818-707-1473

                                                                                                        jackie@jackielapinmediarelations.com
CALIFORNIA STATE POKER CHAMPIONSHIP HOSTED 

BY COMMERCE CASINO EACH SEPTEMBER


Event Caps Commerce Casino’s Year ‘Round Tournament Schedule 
For Players of All Skill Levels   

If you have a hankering to “try your hand” at tournament play—whether a novice or an experienced veteran—than the Commerce Casino has a full slate of opportunities for you. Get experience playing face-to-face with players of all skill levels and improve your game under tournament conditions. Who knows? It might be you playing for all that cash heads-up at the final table.   

A good way to start out playing tournament poker at Commerce is the weekly $100 buy-in Texas No Limit Hold ’Em Tournaments. These tournaments includes one re-buy, meaning that if you lose your chips, you can spend another $100 to play further, but no additional re-buys are permitted. If you lose that stack, it’s time to adjourn to the snack bar.  The stakes for this tournament generally feature an $8000 prize pool, with first prize being in the neighborhood of $3,200 

Players can then graduate to $330 buy-in tournaments. These also each have one optional re-buy policy. You will see many of the same poker faces week in and week out.  The prize pool is usually is around $33,000, with around $18,000 to the winner.

In May, Commerce Casino hosts the Heavenly Hold’em Event, a well regarded series of tournaments that drew more than 5236 players in 2005 over its 17 days. Buy-ins run $100 to $1500 with a prize pools in the hundreds of thousands.  In 2005, seven events exceeded $100,000 and the biggest one capped out at $395,275. This is a great introduction for the beginning tournament player.

(more)

Each year in leading up to Thanksgiving and the holiday season, Commerce also stages its Holiday Bonus Tournament. Played over 17 days, it features limit and no limit games with buy-ins of $100-$540-$2,580. $15,000 is awarded to the best all-around player, the person who records the highest point total for in-the-money finishes over the two weeks. At least two of the 17 events in the Holiday Bonus Tournament boasts a $250,000 guarantee to the winner. The total prize pool for the two weeks is estimated at more than $1 million.

Two major events complete Commerce Casino’s year round slate of tournaments.

The California State Poker Championship draws the best of the West. This hotly contested No Limit Texas Hold ‘Em event held annually in September (moved from May) stretches over three days. This past year proved to be the “coming of age” for poker aficionado Ben Affleck. Affleck graduated from celebrity poker player to true competitor by capturing the coveted title, plus $356,400, and a seat at the World Poker Tour Championship in April. The $10,000 buy-in tournament drew 90 players, including at least one former World Series winner. 
But to join the real high stakes action, there’s Commerce Casino’s LA Poker Classic in February. This involves a whole month of tournaments, culminating in the No Limit Hold’em Championship event, one of the featured tournaments on the World Poker Tour. Poker players can pick their choice of poker tournaments, including one with a $1 million guaranteed prize pool and five coveted seats into the $10,000-buy-in Championship event. The entire series of events in 2005 drew 7622 players with a total prize pool of $12,573,361.

The championship event attracts players from around the world for prize pools that are stratospheric. Millions can be wagered on one hand. In the past two years, 24-year-old players have won. In 2005, it was Michael “The Grinder” Mizrachi taking home $1,859,909 to best 538 players.  In 2004, victor Antonio Esfandiari, a magician-turned-poker-pro, showed the poker magic that netted him a cool $1.4 million and a trip the WPT Championship. But you don’t have to win or even make the final table to be in the money. Last year the 45th finisher walked away with a $15,499 paycheck. To enter you, can either plunk down your $10,000 buy-in or win a satellite tournament. Satellites are listed on the www.commercecasino.com website.   

For more information on tournament play, contact Cheri Dokken at (323) 838 3395.    

