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COMMERCE CASINO UPS THE STEAKS WITH ADDITION OF

 ‘STAKES’ SUPPER CLUB 

A Hidden Gem Featuring Prime Steaks and Elegant Cuisine Brightens 

Fine Dining Prospects on L.A County’s Eastside 
COMMERCE, CA -- (April xx, 2008) – If you’re a poker player, it’s like hitting a royal flush. If you’re just someone who is hungry for a great steak and an elegant meal on the Eastern side of Los Angeles County, then it’s the answer to your prayers. STAKES Supper Club, a new steakhouse and fine dining establishment, is debuting at the Commerce Casino on May 7. STAKES offers Steak House Cuisine with a California Fresh flare, served in an elegant relaxed setting. 
Known for having some of the best casual fare in the region for card players and local residents, Commerce Casino ups the stakes with this oasis of quality cuisine. STAKES will appeal to Southern California connoisseurs of fine steaks, plus the business community from the surrounding region and travelers wanting to stop for a quality meal while the traffic abates on I-5.  

The creation of STAKES has been undertaken by Suzanne Papaian, whose father was an original owner of the casino and whose brother, Haig Papaian, is currently Chairman of the Board. As a second-generation owner, it became her mission to make STAKES Supper Club at Commerce Casino a dining destination for the culinary savvy. 

Papaian and co-designer Susie Vahramian have aimed for a chic, classic look for the restaurant, with high backed banquets, mirrors and elegant wall sconces. A beautiful and peaceful aquarium anchors the entry. 

The restaurant is under the supervision of Tom O’Connor, Food and Beverage Director for Commerce Casino. Formerly an Executive Chef at Santa Anita Race Track and Universal Studios, O’Connor has enjoyed many years in the kitchen before assuming his current executive role. He began his career by attending the renowned Culinary Institute of America in New York.
(more)

The executive chef is Robert Phillips, formerly assistant executive chef at USC, overseeing its 33 restaurants and specialty dining establishments for faculty and VIPs. Prior to that, he was executive chef at the Anaheim Convention Center. Phillips is a highly skilled culinarian, whose career began with a trek across Switzerland to learn the trade. He apprenticed in some highly regarded restaurants on the Rhine river, including Ellikon on the Rhine, and understudied some of the greatest chefs of Zurich and the Swiss Alps. Phillips brings innovation and sophistication to the STAKES menu. 
Succulent and juicy steaks cooked to perfection are the specialty, including a 28-day dry aged Prime Porterhouse Steak.  Also featured are fresh and innovative seafood and pasta dishes, including Charred Pacific Swordfish Linguini or Pan Flashed Achiote Baramundi with Mango Melon Salsa.  On the appetizer menu are classic Mussels Meuniere, and what has been acclaimed the “best Jumbo Lump Crab Cake this side of the Chesapeake.”  A delicious pretzel bread is an ideal accompaniment to the meal.
STAKES presents an ever-changing variety of wine selections from California’s Wine Country and the Pacific Northwest, along with a few specially selected Italian and French wines.  Cutting-edge Martinis, along with a full bar, are also offered.

For dessert, the pastry chef has whipped up a Molten Chocolate Cake and a scrumptious Classic Crème Brulée.  For ice cream lovers, STAKES features the world renowned Ciao Bella Gelato with continually changing flavors.

Stakes also proudly introduces “Suppertime Jazz” on selected evenings. (Please call or check the website for scheduled entertainment.)

“First and foremost, STAKES Supper Club is a great place to gather for unbelievable food and impeccable service,” says O’Connor. “We have every intention of making STAKES the hottest new eatery in the area, where people will feel comfortable with a menu that provides a perfect balance between ‘old school’ and cutting-edge food. Chef Robert will allow seasonality and freshness to drive his menu offerings and daily specials, which will be changed up regularly.  Our continually updated wine program will make it easy for guests to enjoy the latest vintages from Napa, Italy, and France.  So just come relax, enjoy a Tapas plate and sip on a great Napa Merlot while our jazz trio plays your favorites. We are confident our food, music and ambiance are going to make STAKES a sensation for diners throughout Southern California.”
For reservations:

By telephone call (323) 721-2100

To reserve on-line, go to www.opentable.com  or www.commercecasino.com.

Commerce Casino is located at 6131 East Telegraph Rd., Commerce, CA 90040, just off the Santa Ana (5) Freeway at the Washington Blvd. exit. 
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