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ROLL REVERSAL: Chris Moore Beats Vivek Rajkumar in 

2010 LAPC $10,000 Heads Up at Commerce Casino to Take Home $147,200  
Same Two Competitors Faced Off in 2009 Finale with Rajkumar Getting the Win
COMMERCE, CA (February 24, 2010) – As Yogi Berra was so fond of saying, it was déjà vu all over again. If you were here at Commerce Casino last night, you can be forgiven if you thought you were in a time machine. Sitting at the final table of the $10,000 Heads Up tournament were Vivek Rajkumar and Chris Moore, staring each other down, just exactly as they did one year ago for the title. It was “a fluke” as Rajkumar called it.
Only this time the outcome was different: Moore took home the title, the $147,200 top prize money, a $10,000 seat in the LA Poker Classic main event and the trophy, instead of Rajkumar—in a match that lasted just under 30 minutes.

“Winning was just very relieving,” said Moore of Chicago, who had a diamond flush against Rajkumar’s two pair on the final hand. “There was a lot of pressure on me. I’d have lost a lot of respect for myself if I had lost again. I’m glad it didn’t take too long so the pressure didn’t mount too much. But sitting in my hotel room as I saw how Vivek worked his way through the loser’s bracket, I had a feeling we’d be meeting up again.”
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Ironically, just like he did in 2009, Rajkumar, a Las Vegas resident, had to fight his way back to the championship showdown by sweeping through the loser’s bracket. An early loss thrust him back into the loser’s bracket and the tenacious 23-year-old never gave up as he took on Eugene Katchelov, Thomas Gabriel, Anthony Guetti , Michael Binger and finally Aaron Jones for a second shot at Moore. But once he caught fire, Rajkumar only struggled with one opponent (Binger)...he made quick work of it with the others.

The 26-year-old Moore, meanwhile, had no picnic getting to the final table, besting Erick Lindgren, Scott Fischman, Frank Kassela and Guetti in his quest for the title. 
(more)

“It is extraordinary that this 2010 LA Poker Classic Heads Up tournament played out exactly as the 2009 event, down to Vivek coming through the loser’s bracket, having to play an extra round to make the finals, and then facing Chris Moore yet again who swept through the winner’s bracket,” said Matt Savage, Tournament Director. “What savvy poker player would have taken odds on that? And it even had a storybook finish. Each one of them now has a victory. Let’s see if they can do it again for a tie-breaker next year.”  
Added to the tournament schedule only last year, the $10K Heads Up has become one of the featured events at the 51-tournament LAPC. Thirty nine players entered including Chad Brown, Mike Matusow, Carlos Mortenson, Erick Lindgren, Scott Fischman, Andy Bloch, Josh Arieh, Nick Shulman, Gavin Smith, Victor Ramdin, Michael Binger and Eric Seidel. Some of the top showdowns included Arieh vs Lindgren, Mortenson vs. Frischman, Lindgren vs. Brown, Schulman vs. Scott Montgomery, David Singer vs. Victor Ramdin and Arieh vs. Frischman.
The payout for the 2010 10K Heads Up tournament went to:


1.  Chris Moore: $147,200 + $10,000 Main Event Seat
2.  Vivek Rajkumar: $78,600
3.  Aaron Jones: $47,160
4.  Michael Binger 31,440

The LA Poker Classic concludes with the Championship event beginning Friday, Feb. 26 at noon, and the $25,100 High Roller tournament on Sunday, Feb. 28 at 4 p.m.
The 2010 L.A. Poker Classic finishes on March 4, when it wraps up 51 events, featuring an estimated $20 million total prize pool, with $3.3 million in guarantees -- the largest amount ever put forth by Commerce Casino. Thanks to an extensive number of Satellite, Supersatellite and Megasatellite opportunities, many people still have a chance to play in the $10,000 No Limit Hold’em championship for as little as $120.
Start times vary for events. The full L.A. Poker Classic schedule and overview can be found at http://www.commercecasino.com/tournamentDetails.aspx?tournamentId=3.  More information is available at www.CommerceCasino.com or by calling (323) 721-2100.
About Commerce Casino

Commerce Casino, the largest poker casino in the world, has more than 200 tables featuring about every form of poker: Texas Hold‘em, 7-Card Stud, Omaha, Lowball, Pot Limit, Mexican Poker, Pineapple, Draw, Low-Ball and many others. Also offered are EZ Baccarat, Pan and California games. Commerce Casino is also recognized for its innovative “Bring Your Home Game to Commerce” program enabling poker fans to invite friends/family for a casual home game, bachelor party or birthday celebration with a professional dealer in a casino setting. Horseracing fans can also find the Commerce Casino Racebook a great setting for off track betting. Commerce Casino is located at 6131 East Telegraph Rd., Commerce, CA 90040, just off the Santa Ana (5) Freeway at the Washington Blvd. exit. For more information, go to CommerceCasino.com or call 323.721.2100

VIVEK RAJKUMAR HEADS AWAY WITH $350,000 AFTER WINNING

FIRST EVER LA POKER CLASSIC $10,000 HEADS-UP CHAMPIONSHIP

Poker’s Elite Fill Commerce Casino for Second of Three $10,000 LAPC Events
COMMERCE, CA (February 21, 2009) – Like two gunfighters standing in a dusty Western street, 22-year-old Vivek Rajkumar and 25-year-old Chris Moore sat across the green felt from one another at Commerce Casino and battled to claim the first ever LA Poker Classic $10,000 Heads-Up Championship.  In this face-to-face match that wrapped up three days of play, Rajkumar was the one that at last pushed back from the table with all the poker chips … and $350,000 in winnings.  Moore, however, didn’t walk away empty handed, claiming $190,000 for finishing second.

Moore, from Chicago, had a fantastic run through this double-elimination tournament, winning the first seven matches he played.  Rajkumar, on the other hand, had a bit tougher road to travel thanks to a loss earlier in the tournament which forced him to battle back through the loser’s bracket.  Entering the final match-up, Moore had to win just once while Rajkumar was saddled with the burden of winning twice to claim the grand prize -- which he did, finishing the tournament with 12 wins and a solo loss.

“I’ve been up playing poker for 17 hours straight and I’m exhausted,” a humble Rajkumar stated.  “But the fact that I won the very first LA Poker Classic $10,000 Heads-Up Championship is great.  I learned a lot all week about Heads-Up play, and talked with several other pros throughout the event that helped improve my game.  This victory fills me with a lot of confidence going into the LAPC No Limit Hold’em Championship.” 

A total of 111 players stepped forward to compete in the LAPC Heads-Up Championship held at the World’s Largest Poker Room just outside downtown Los Angeles.  The total prize pool was $1,065,600 distributed among the top 16 players.  Heads-Up is a high-intensity event where two players challenge one another to claim all the chips on the table, with the winner moving on to face the champ from another table.  The challenge is then repeated until only one player is left standing.  This year’s Heads-Up Championship field included the likes of Barry Greenstein, Mark Seif, J.C. Tran, Johnny Chan, Michael Mizrachi, Eli Elezra, Gavin Smith, Clonie Gowen, Layne Flack, David Benyamine, Nick Schulman, John Phan and Howard Lederer.  With such a powerful field, it was inevitable that some star-studded standoffs developed.  For instance, Erick Lindgren and Phil Hellmuth played one such match during the first day of competition, as well as Chris Ferguson and John Juanda.  But in the end, the top four finishers and their winnings were as follows:

(more)

1st - Vivek Rajkumar: $350,000

2nd - Chris Moore: $190,000

3rd - James Mackey: $100,000

4th - David Oppenheim: $75,000
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