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                        Contacts:  Jackie Lapin/ 818-707-1473

                                                                                                                     jackielapin@cs.com
COMMERCE CASINO HELPS CITY OF COMMERCE CENTRAL LIBRARY TURN NEW PAGE WITH $25,000 DONATION

Money Will Help Fund the Renovation to Bring the 1964 Facility Into the Technology Age
COMMERCE, CA – The City of Commerce Central Library was originally created in a decade-old pharmaceutical warehouse in 1964 and not much has changed since then except the acquisition of new books. With its $25,000 donation to the City’s Department of Library Services, Commerce Casino will become the first organization to help the Library make a quantum leap into the technology age. 

The City is working toward a $4.6 million renovation campaign to revitalize the library that serves a community of 13,000. Plans include: a total renovation of its public services areas, adding an outdoor café with express Internet stations; a Teen Room where young adults can gather; a Living Room where patrons can relax and browse through materials; and a Market Place which is an area to display new materials. The Children’s Department will be enlarged and have storytelling room, computers for children and a Homework Center. Other aspects of the renovation project are the central relocation of the Circulation and Reference Desks. The Literacy Department will have access to a computer lab that can also be used by library staff to conduct training.  The library will also add two study rooms where people can do work in private. 

“The library is looking forward to this exciting project. We believe that it currently meets the needs of all who live and work in the community,” says Evelyn Fullmore, Director of the Library Services Department. “But just imagine what we can do with a building designed for the twenty-first century! Commerce Casino is always the first to step up whenever the library puts out a call for assistance and we really appreciate the Casino’s help to make this library an interactive and comprehensive resource for our citizenry—youngsters and adults.”    

With the $25,000 commitment, Commerce Casino continues its leadership in providing funds to support the City of Commerce’s community activities and services. The Casino is the primary contributor and major supporter of the City of Commerce Scholarship program. It also funds an annual Christmas program for children in the City of Commerce and makes a contribution for the City’s annual Summer Safety Fair.

”A library is the heartbeat of a community,” says Debbie Payne, Director of Community Relations for the Casino. “We are pleased to aid this effort to make the Commerce Central Library a vital resource that meets the needs of Internet-savvy youngsters and adults hungry for current knowledge as they strive to meet today’s expectations. Knowledge is the most important currency in the world and we at Commerce Casino believe that this is the very best investment we can make in our community.” 

About Commerce Casino

Commerce Casino has taken a leadership role in the community surrounding the hotel/casino complex, which employs 3,000 people in the region and pumps more than $15 million into the local tax base. The Casino is the primary contributor and major supporter of the City of Commerce Scholarship program. It also funds an annual Christmas program for disadvantaged children in the City of Commerce.  Two youth groups that benefit significantly from Commerce Casino’s largesse are the Montebello-Commerce YMCA and the Rio Hondo Boys and Girls Club. Commerce Casino also plays a role with the Sheriff’s Youth Foundation, providing contributions that support toys for children as part of a holiday program, activities and centers serving at-risk youth and the organization’s annual golf shoot-out and dinner. Another law enforcement initiative that Commerce Casino supports is the California Highway Patrol CHP11-99, an organization that provides aid to families of fallen officers, including college scholarships and family financial assistance. Commerce Casino, which is the largest poker casino in the world, is located at 6131 East Telegraph Rd., Commerce, CA 90040, just off the Santa Ana (5) Freeway at the Washington Blvd. exit. The phone is (323) 721-2100.  For more information, go to Commercecasino.com.
