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CASH GAMES ARE KING AT COMMERCE CASINO

DURING L.A. POKER CLASSIC
While LAPC Events are Major Focus, Cash Games are of Equal Importance At Prominent Poker Gathering
Commerce’s Concentration of High-Stakes Cash Games Is an International Draw

COMMERCE, CA (Jan. 20, 2010) – When it comes to poker tournaments, the L.A. Poker Classic in Los Angeles is widely considered to be one of the top five annual events on the international poker calendar.  The volume of big-money cash games that take place during the massive poker gathering at Commerce Casino in January and February, however, are known to be unmatched anywhere in the world for one location!
For several years now, the LAPC has been one of the most well-attended poker events, drawing both top players globally and local enthusiasts. And while the hugely popular L.A. Poker Classic Championship and WPT Celebrity Invitational are obviously big draws, thanks to their million-dollar payouts and broadcast on the World Poker Tour®, the cash games surrounding the 43-day event are equally enticing to many players.

“Any poker player that has ever been to Commerce Casino during the LAPC knows it’s a Mecca for cash games,” says poker pro Maria Ho.  “Cash games during the LAPC are notorious for running through the night, and some of the highest limits in the world are played during the LAPC.”
LAPC Tournament Director Matt Savage, who has overseen World Series of Poker events in the past, agrees with Ho.  “Without a doubt, even considering the WSOP, the best live cash games of the year take place around the LAPC. A lot of that has to do with the fact that the cash games are all concentrated in one location, the Commerce Casino.  During the WSOP, cash games are spread out all across Las Vegas.”

According to Savage, there can be more than 200 cash games going on at Commerce Casino at any given time during the L.A. Poker Classic, with evenings being the busiest time for such games.  Limits vary, but the most popular games are Limit Hold'em, No Limit Hold'em, H.O.R.S.E, Badugi, Baduci, Omaha and Stud.

(more)

For professionals like Ho, the number of tables and varied games combine to make Commerce Casino a popular destination.  Ho said a casual player who might feel overwhelmed by the competition at a specific table, which could easily include any number of poker superstars, can simply find another table suited to his or her skill level or bankroll.

“Cash games are really where most poker pros make their money,” Ho said. “If a pro really invests time heavily into the cash game action during the LAPC, you can really make a substantial amount.  When I’m not in a LAPC event, I try to play in a cash game. I’ll play almost 40 hours a week.”
As the largest poker room in the world, Commerce Casino is proud to have such a well-respected reputation for top-notch cash games.  This fact, however, can cause some grief to a tournament director.

“I know a lot of players wait all year for our cash games, but in the past I’ve lost players for some LAPC events because the live action was too good,” Savage joked.  “Do you know how that makes me feel when I’ve worked so hard to design a great LAPC tournament schedule?”
Savage and Commerce Casino have outdone themselves this year by constructing a L.A. Poker Classic schedule featuring a total of 51 events, some new to the LAPC and Commerce Casino, to be conducted in 43 days from Jan. 21 to March 4 -- up from 35 offerings in 2009. Anchored by two major World Poker Tour® (WPT) events, the LAPC will feature an estimated $20 million total prize pool, with $3.3 million in guarantees -- the largest amount ever put forth by Commerce Casino
Poker players don’t necessarily need thousands of dollars to join in the competition at Commerce Casino’s 2010 L.A. Poker Classic.  Thanks to an extensive number of Satellite, Supersatellite and Megasatellite opportunities, many people will have a chance to play in major events by investing only a little money.  There are also five events planned for 2010 where winners will be awarded a seat to one of three LAPC $10,000 events in addition to their winnings.
Start times vary for events. The full L.A. Poker Classic schedule and overview can be found at http://www.commercecasino.com/tournamentDetails.aspx?tournamentId=3.  More information is available at www.CommerceCasino.com or by calling (323) 721-2100.
About Commerce Casino
Commerce Casino, the largest poker casino in the world, has more than 200 tables featuring about every form of poker: Texas Hold‘em, 7-Card Stud, Omaha, Lowball, Pot Limit, Mexican Poker, Pineapple, Draw, Low-Ball and many others. Also offered are Pan and California games. Commerce Casino is also recognized for its innovative “Bring Your Home Game to Commerce” program enabling poker fans to invite friends/family for a casual home game, bachelor party or birthday celebration with a professional dealer in a casino setting.  Commerce Casino is located at 6131 East Telegraph Rd., Commerce, CA 90040, just off the Santa Ana (5) Freeway at the Washington Blvd. exit. For more information, go to CommerceCasino.com or call 323.721.2100
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Editor’s Note: 300 DPI Downloadable Photos available on the media section of www.CommerceCasino.com






