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COMMERCE CASINO SELECTS VETERAN MATT SAVAGE

TO HANDLE TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR DUTIES FOR LA POKER CLASSIC
Savage Oversees Internationally Regarded L.A. Poker Classic for First Time 

COMMERCE, CA -- (November 20, 2008) – A new era has dawned at Commerce Casino in Los Angeles with the announcement that veteran poker event manager Matt Savage has been named tournament director for the world-renown L.A. Poker  Classic.

Considered one of the world’s foremost tournament directors, Savage says he is excited about managing the showcase event at the World’s Largest Poker Room.  He views Commerce Casino as one of the globe’s premiere facilities that operates highly regarded tournaments.

“Commerce Casino and the LA Poker Classic are what major poker tournaments are all about,” says Savage.  “My goal is to continue to improve on what is already one of the world’s top-notch events and ensure it remains a world-class tournament.”

The search for a new L.A. Poker Classic manager began in fall after longtime tournament director Cheri Dokken retired.  Tim Gustin, casino manager at Commerce Casino, said management was looking for someone who already had a lot of experience handling large, high-profile, big-money events.  Additionally, the new tournament director needed to know how to work with television production crews.
“Commerce Casino is unique in that a couple of our L.A. Poker Classic games are recorded for the World Poker Tour television program,” Gustin said.  “Working with television crews and intense media interest brings certain challenges when it comes to running a poker tournament.  Savage brings with him a wealth of experience in handling televised tournaments, which will make for a seamless transition as he takes the reigns of this major event.”
But it is not just his experience with televised tournaments that landed Savage the new gig.  Commerce Casino Development Manager John Griffo said Savage also possesses some personal traits that make him the perfect person to fill the slot left vacated by Dokken -- the well-loved, former tournament director.
“Savage is seen as one of the top tournament directors in this country, if not the world,” says Griffo.  “A lot of that has to do with his reputation for running smooth, fair tournaments.  But he also oversees tournaments as if he was hosting a party.  He is well liked and connects on a personal level with everyone.  That is something L.A. Poker Classic players have become accustomed to at Commerce Casino, and I believe that will continue with Savage at the helm.”

(more)

Savage has handled most poker room jobs from selling chips to dealing cards and filling the lead floorman’s position.  It was 1998 when he discovered a passion for running poker tournaments and stepped in as a substitute tournament director at a Northern California casino.  Shortly thereafter, he accepted a lead tournament position at a new casino just opening its doors in the Bay Area.
Early on in his tournament direction years, Savage recognized that poker tournaments around the planet had inconsistent rules, meaning players did not always know what to expect when they entered any single event. In 2001, Matt traveled to the World Series of Poker hoping to get other tournament directors to agree on standardized rules. With the help of some high-powered poker leaders, a meeting was called and the Tournament Directors Association (TDA) was formed. The TDA has become the worldwide standard for tournament rules and is now used in most major tournaments. 

In 2002, Savage was invited to direct the World Series of Poker at a critical time.  Over the course of three years, the main event prize grew from $6 million to $25 million. His tenure at the WSOP made Savage one of the world’s top poker tournament directors, and in 2003 he earned the inaugural Benny Binion award for outstanding service in the poker industry. Since then he has managed televised poker games for shows on ESPN, GSN, Fox Sports and Travel Channel.  He has also hosted the nationally televised show “Inside Poker,” and was in the movie “Lucky You.”
About Commerce Casino

Commerce Casino is the largest poker casino in the world. There are more than 200 poker tables featuring just about every form of poker: Texas Hold‘em, 7-Card Stud, Omaha, Lowball, Pot Limit, Mexican Poker, Pineapple, Draw, Low-Ball and many others. Also offered are Pan and California games. Commerce Casino is also recognized for its innovative “Bring Your Home Game to Commerce” program which enables poker fans to invite their friends and family for a casual home game, bachelor party or birthday celebration with a professional dealer in the casino setting.

Commerce Casino is located at 6131 East Telegraph Rd., Commerce, CA 90040, 
just off the Santa Ana (5) Freeway at the Washington Blvd. exit. The phone is (323) 721-2100.
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