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WORLD POKER TOUR® AND COMMERCE CASINO

DRAW BIG BUCKS AND SUPER CELEBS
FOR 2010 L.A. POKER CLASSIC & WPT CELEBRITY INVITATIONAL
Annual WPT Events Attract Poker’s Elite & Hollywood Stars for Big-Time Action

Airing on Fox Sports Net (FSN)
WPT Invitational to Come Up First on the Calendar
COMMERCE, CA (Dec. 1, 2009) –In February, two of the most highly anticipated annual events on the World Poker Tour® (WPT) will once again take center stage at Commerce Casino, the World’s Largest Poker Room near downtown Los Angeles.  And for the first time, the WPT Celebrity Invitational will lead off. Bringing poker’s elite together with Hollywood celebs for a star-studded game raising money for charity, the WPT Invitational will be followed by the L.A. Poker Classic $10,000 Championship, which draws top poker players from all four corners of the globe.

The WPT Celebrity Invitational begins Feb. 20 with the traditional highly-anticipated red-carpet gala, and play-down to the Final Table will conclude the next day. The six players will return for the Final Table March 3, the night before the March 4 LAPC Championship Final Table. Both will be recorded for broadcast on Fox Sports Net (FSN) as part of Season VIII on the World Poker Tour.
Starting on Feb. 26, The LAPC Championship will whittle down the field over five days until only six players remain.  In 2009, Cornel Andrew Cimpan of Texas bested almost 700 others to walk away with $1,686,760 and the prestigious LAPC Championship title.  He joined an esteemed group of previous LAPC winners that include Gus Hansen, Antonio Esfandiari, Michael Mizrachi, Alan Goehring, and Phil Ivey.  
It is anticipated that more than $1,500,000 will go to the 2010 LAPC Champion. He—or she—will need plenty of skill and luck to best a field of professional players that are drawn to Commerce Casino for the event--and the high stakes action in the casino during February. Poker superstars who have called Commerce “home” during tournament month include Mike Sexton, Daniel Negreanu, Jennifer Harman, Barry Greenstein, Doyle Brunson, Ted Forrest, Phil Hellmuth, Erick Lindgren, Phil “The Unabomber” Laak, John Phan, Vanessa Rousso, Patrick Antonius, David Pham, Kenna James, Chris Ferguson, David Benyamine, Todd Brunson, John Juanda, Jamie Gold, Gavin Smith, Cyndy Violette, Scotty Nguyen and Joe Sebok.
(more)

The WPT Celebrity Invitational in 2009 was captured by poker pro Freedy Deeb, who immediately donated nearly $35,000 of his winnings to charity. Hollywood celebrities who have participated previously include: Paris Hilton, Vince Vaughn, James Woods, Ray Romano, Jason Alexander, Don Cheadle, Ron Livingston, Mimi Rogers, Stephen Collins, Ed Asner, Jennifer Tilly, Jon Favreau, Anne Heche, Mekhi Phifer, Sharon Lawrence, David Sutcliff, Lou Diamond Phillips, Norm MacDonald, Dean Cain, Camryn Manheim, Cheryl Hines, Kathy Griffin, Shannon Elizabeth, Maura Tierney, Oliver Hudson, Ricki Lake, Michael Vartan, Jeremy London, Tia Carrere, Montel Williams, Josh Malina, Johnathon Schaech and Jeremy Sisto.
The LAPC Championship and WPT Celebrity Invitational are but two of the highlights on a schedule that is generating tremendous excitement for this year’s Commerce Casino L.A. Poker Classic. The 2010 L.A. Poker Classic schedule contains a whopping 50 events, some new to the LAPC and Commerce Casino, conducted over 43 days from Jan. 21 to March 4 -- up from 35 offerings last year.  Buy-ins range from $220 to a heart-pounding $25,100 High Roller, and the estimated prize pool is $20 million for the entire tournament.

Start times vary for events. All events with more than 100 players will be conducted over two days unless noted. There will be approximately 13 hours of play for 1 p.m. events and 10 hours of play for events starting at 4 p.m.  Final tables for most events will return on the following day at 3 p.m. unless otherwise instructed.
The full event schedule and overview for Commerce Casino’s L.A. Poker Classic can be found at www.CommerceCasino.com or by calling (323) 721-2100.
About Commerce Casino
Commerce Casino is the largest poker casino in the world. There are more than 200 tables featuring about every form of poker: Texas Hold‘em, 7-Card Stud, Omaha, Lowball, Pot Limit, Mexican Poker, Pineapple, Draw, Low-Ball and many others. Also offered are Pan and California games. Commerce Casino is also recognized for its innovative “Bring Your Home Game to Commerce” program which enables poker fans to invite friends and family for a casual home game, bachelor party or birthday celebration with a professional dealer in the casino setting.  Commerce Casino is located at 6131 East Telegraph Rd., Commerce, CA 90040, just off the Santa Ana (5) Freeway at the Washington Blvd. exit. The phone is (323) 721-2100.  For more information, go to www.CommerceCasino.com.
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Editor’s Note: 300 DPI Downloadable Photos available on the media section of www.CommerceCasino.com






